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Abstract: Recently, long non-coding RNAs are found to regulate a variety of normal physiological
activities and disease development. Previous studies found that NRON was a long non-coding RNA inhibitor
of nuclear factor of activated T cells (NFAT), and closely related to myocardium development and immune
responses. The current study performed the association analyses of detected single nucleotide polymorphisms
of NRON gene and association growth traits in two broiler populations, the Northeast Agricultural University
High and Low Fat (NEAUHLF) chicken lines and a random Arbor Acres (AA) population. It was found that in
both chicken populations, NRON was significantly associated with the heart weight (P<0.01); and also

significantly associated with body weights at 3 and 5 weeks of age in AA population, weights of
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proventriculus and gizzard, pelvis width, breast angle and width traits in NEAUHLF Chickens(P<0.05). The

NRON gene expression levels in heart, pectoral muscle, gizzard and abdominal adipose tissue were

significantly different between the fat and lean chicken lines (P<0.01). In addition, the expression levels of

NRON and NFAT in the abdominal fat tissues tended to increase with the age. The findings laid the

foundation for further investigating the molecular mechanisms of how NRON affected the growth and

development of muscle and adipose tissues in chickens.
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PR i s B A e R R BEIS BT SR R R,
IncRNA AJVE A W15 543 F . miRNA W Bt 6 4
R, B TE 5 W T REASYE, &
SR SRARTI AR BT i . LA EDD . Y ik piBk
AN A . A AR Y R,

NRON 2] NFAT (Nuclear factor of activated
T cells, VAL THIAAZ R F) B9 IncRNA, )& 7E
— N FRIK A AR EE (EST) P31 © v, 38 1 i ok
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— SRR TR, AE % SO HOR s i R 7 5
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BRI R LA B R ALY AEE T NFAT R 1, 5
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SRR FRIE o G R A R R B B S PO NFAT
T OB DR B (GSK) | AR 13 (CK)
i NFAT | IR TR AL, M N #E 25 40 i
NRON W3# 21 5 NFATJE 5 RNA-FR L 2 AW IE
JET NFAT BERERRAE Y, 25 30000 8 HIV-1
SRR, HAT, % NRON HHREWT5E FE N 4
FHOCHRIA

A GE LA AR A0 AR M 27 TR RS 1 g XL ) i %
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1.1

FRAbARE K 2F PG . IR BB A ) e 4 5 R
(NEAUHLF)Z: 21 MERER, & . IR RIE
FAEIR R ZE R B E . A5 LI NEAUHLF 55 19
ARG HERT AA RIS BEHLIEA R B0 bR}, BE
FERAMG 114 2, ARIER A 121 2, AAFEHAL
MBI 240 H, IR K SAERKIR: Ag1~7
B TASRTE, 7 SR8 SERT AR AR

HARKIRKGMFE SRS . s R
B 255 19 AR (G19) ARG AR 5 1 RIS TF LR Bl 21
B, BERERFE—K, BHETERE . B W
H: FARRANGFLIE R AN, 25410 h J5 PR
REHES, BEEmReEEEE, HEEEE(E
PEE/AE) . RN . KM, JHFIE. BE. Mg
. ONE. LS . B RBEERE. £ TR, ILE
JA R 10 R 2L, FE 5T 0.75% FAL A sk,
WA, -80 CIRAAFH .
1.2 Ak
1.2.1 31#i%it 546 m
1.2.1.1 Real-Time RT-PCR 3| #i& it

R P& Ensembl %% & & th X NRON X [H ¥ 41|
(ENSGALG00000025631) Fl NFAT 3 [X /¥ 41] (ENSG
ALG00000039300) , iAW &G, E#F
Primer Premier 5.0 1% i1 Real-Time RT-PCR 3 iA ¥
M54, NZIER TBP AR NCBIEWE E (5 &, fili
HH Primer Premier 5.0 315 (%). 5195 BWE1,
1.2.1.2 EYIS|4¥i%it

HHE Ensembl 2038 23S NRON 3L R 741 (ENS-
GALG00000025631) , | HI7ELe 4k {4 WatCut (http://
watcut.uwaterloo.ca/) & Primer Premier 5.0 1% 111

I 2),
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%1 Real-Time RT-PCR Fi£#&35| 4
Table 1 Primers for Real-Time RT-PCR

AR BB RS 5]l
Name Gene ID Sequence(5'-3")
F: GCGTTTTGCTGCTGTTATTATGAG
TBP NM_205103
R: TCCTTGCTGCCAGTCTGGAC
F: AACCCCTTTTAATGAGAAGCAAT
NRON ENSGALG00000025631
R: GTGAGCGAGCACTGTGAAGC
F: ACCGGCTCGTTTTAGTGAGG
NFAT ENSGALG00000039300

R: CGCACTGGGAGTACGGTAAC

*x2 EBYISIY
Table 2 Primers for restriction enzyme cleavage
HR 52l
Name Sequence(5'-3")
F: GTCCAAAACGGAAGATAA
SNP 1
R: ATGGTGACAGCAGAATCA
F: GCAATCAACTTACTGGGT
SNP 2

R: GTGCTGTTTCATCACCTC

1.2.2 RNAZZILE cDNA 4%,

L B RS H), 53 EE 28
RNA(TRIZOLYE), @I BRI YK /34T, Nano-
drop A, {5 DNA FIRNA Jifa Fise stk

U1 mL TRIZOL A B (U & H ) 22U b
50~100 mg, FEAMRS]. MA 0.2 mLEDT, EO0)E,
IKAHFERE BT B0 A 400 mL S5 PN BT E 7K
HHFRNA, BLEBE EE. A1 mL DEPC 4b
PRI 75% ZWEpEY: , RNAVIEJG 2 Eiff, DEPC
IK % RNA . —80 CoKAfi 45 [ o # JH PrimeScript™
RT reagent Kit with gDNA Eraser (I H TaKaRa 4=
WS w)) 3RS 2 BRI R 2H cDNA
1.2.3 Real-Time RT-PCR

Real-Time RT-PCR JZ W {& % 5 : SYBR® Pre-
mix Ex Tag™(2x) (W A FEY TR (RiE) AR
A))5 wL, ROX Reference Dye I (50%)0.2 pL, F .
514 10 pmol - L™ 45 0.2 wL, cDNA#HZ 1 pL,
ddH,0 3.4 pL, BARFI10 wLo FZR 44 95 CHi
BPE10s, 95 CAEPES s, 60 CHEPEIE i34 s, 3
40 NMEIR . HEMERZE 95 C 15s, 60 C 10 min,
95 °C 15s, BPMFEMIX3FLES . {# ] Real-Time
RT-PCR {{#*524 ABI 7500,

124 PCR¥ 3%

AR SNP1HISNP2 KL AAE PCRY 14, PCR
PHURZR N : 50 ng-pl' FEFL 1 pl, 10XPCR Buffer
0.8 pL, 10 mol - pL™" 35147 0.2 wL, 10 mol - wL”
#5149 0.2 WL, 10 mmol » wL™" ANTP 0.8 wL, Tag
DNA BATO0.1 pl, 2B FKHFE/K6.7 ul.

PCR §" 4 F£ F : 94 °C 5 min; 94 °C 30 s,
(55.7~60.7 C) 30s, 72 °C 30 s, L35 PfEFF;
72 °C 7 min, PCR ¥ T IR WHEE I Uk A I, LA
5 wL DNA Marker DL 2000 2 8 Hi 3k 45 o )5 Al
FHEEIE G R G EEY 25 5
12.5 BEbIR R

NRON JE PR A8 5457 55 mT e B il 14 9 U1 il 1) 1
& FH BR i 7 R Be A BE 2 A5 1 (Restriction fragment
length polymorphisms, RFLP)Z37777%

g U1 IA Z it . YT 10 U-wl' 0.1 pl,
10+ Buffer 2.0 wL, PCR"#J0.3~0.5 pg, £& F/K
JnZ 20 uL.

W R R RRIR AT, T Y I B (AN [+ it
T ) KVt B AL, A 3 S N A E B I Wl e
WL K, Al PCR 7™ W g D) 30 B i Be 2 254k
TEEI 725 2% SR HHEEIE HL KA WL 45 2R
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Y=u+G+L+GXL+F(L)+D(F ,L)+BW+e (1)

Y=u+G+S+GXS+F+D(F)+BWT+e (2)

Ho, YR PERMMIE, w ARERIIME, G
FEDIBRIE GE ROV, LA i R EE RN, GXL R
RUFN S R EAFRRON, FL) A RN R BEVLAN ,
D(F, L) A2 F 5 i R W BERGBEHLON , S Ryl
[ E AN, GxS A FEPRI TR AR, F K
FREEHLELY , D(F) AR NG REHLELY , BW
(55 1 EREE 7 R AR ) S by 2278 5, e HBEHLAL
IV

BEA D3 F AR Je Al K2 m . AR AE 5 RS RL
MIERE R BER, HIRIQE T AA RIXSREHLIEAR; (H
FHSGETH SR IMP 7.0 46: 56 & RIS 55 PR 1) AH DG 1
flir R/ D 3., P<0.05 B3, P<0.01%
ETE

NRON

2 HEREAA

2.1 I NRON EE &3S
2.1.1 SNP/% &%

AR AR 19 tHACR . IR RGN
TP EE CRERLER), LB NRON ZEH I Tt
10N BAZ AR 2 51 (SNP) iz . Sy ik — 41
E SNP B 52, 248 Ensemble 4 /& &0 3% NRON
J¥ %1 (ENSGALG00000025631) , B L6 B 19 AL
. IR RN RS 3 SER AR A R, 152313
BL51 W) Je PCR LY 1 1 8 40 51 898, 891 FlI
837 bp ¥4 (#2757 bp, 03 NRON F:RFIH:
T4 1200 bp £ 41) o PCR 7= )5 45 49 25 ]
H (Gallus 5.0) FEXF 3 #r, Bk 10> SNP, Je4ik
6 M 4 FH L A SNP AV, 1AM T NRON 3
B, 55 1M F NRON JEF R, HAKSNP A B A
SR 1R,

NP1 #

143 bp it b 7 4} bp
.5‘511 [

=~5

SNP2 &

36 bp " wesssEs 166 bp

Eac |

E1 NRONZEESNPHEMIERES
Fig.1 Relative positions of SNPs discovered in NRON

2,12 %A B ST

K SNP-RFLP £ AR K NRON JE K 4~ SNP
P, . RIS ARG AA AR FEAAR v 3 i ) 3
FRILPRA . K0 NRON JE [ 2351 PCR 47314 - By
Y1 K B 43 5 5 217 bp (SNP1) Fil 202 bp (SNP2) .,
SNP1 Fr Bt Ssp 1 BRI P VB BGD) I 77 AR K
143 bp F174 bp B, #4fE 25t AN [|] 437 A6 ) 3 Fp
FERAL, S5l 45k GAFER A (217 bp+143 bp+
74 bp) . AA FE[K AL (143 bp+74 bp) Al GG FE [K Al
(217 bp); SNP2 FBi2t Eae 1 FRiIVE I VI BEBED) e
FEAE K A 166 bp 136 bp B, MG A AR 43
Sl 2 3 FpEL AL, A3l 44 o GG BEIR 7Y (202
bp) . CCIEFAI(166 bp+36 bp) Al GC FHEK KL (202
bp+166 bp+36 bp) (VL& 2) .

KT BT 45 TR L 2% 3~4, AA RS REIA
SNPI A s 5 AR MR TE G, SNP2 A3 a5 500 il
O3RN S SRR WA OG . L RAR AR X
b, SNPIOLG SILEE ., &%, RmAHR D

EAE, SNP2 S S0 EE , RS E . e TE ek
WEME, [FIF, AA NGRS, BEIRSNP2 N
ZAMSENEE A, (A ROV AE KF ek
ROVAE, HBPERE N 1.3, 8] SNP2AL S A Bk
HAm e ; . (K0 R RSHEART, SNP2
S5 M SE IR A O, FL RO R T
ROV, WAERE R 12.9, FPH SNP2 {7 5 A Bk

SO M 8 (RAE PN EEARR O IR By
ENIETS
22 EPARTEELH

PAARAb A K 2E RS i L I 0L ) 2 5 3R

5519 AR TR PR REA (G1o) 235 H NS FT AA BEIK 240
HN XSRS A i 56 44k, Haploview #0443 #r
SNP1 FlI SNP2 £ A FEIAR EE B F i R . 2558
FH, AA AXSHEART, SNP1 AT SNP2 i 4 8] % B
AR P B (D'=1.0) (DLIRI 3a) 5 T . fIRHE
Z BT SNPL 55 SNP2 JL PR 4 41 (D'=
0.03, WL 3b),



74 - /| S A N SR #5494
GA AA GG GG CC GC
W
36bp—> |
a b
a-SNP1 F BE =4S 25 5% b-SNP2 J BE P-4t e 45 1
a.b—Gel electrophoresis results of SNP1 and SNP2
B2 NRONEESNP SR BRI AEIKER
Fig. 2 Gel electrophoresis of NRON SNP RFLP
R3 AAAIBEK NRON EF SNP L7514 5 £ K IR KBS 17
Table 3 Association of NRON polymorphisms with growth traits in AA broilers
SNP1 SNP2
F
Phenotype P PR RO kR PAE PN A A TR C Y Ui Ak
Pvalue  Additive  Dominance Degree of dominance P value Additive  Dominance Degree of dominance

HEASE AFP 039  -7.00x10*  4.00x10™ -0.62 0.42 1.10x10°  1.40x10° 1.26
e AFW 0.51 -1.63 0.63 -0.38 0.25 2.85 3.72 1.30
JFAEE LW 0.92 -0.58 -0.41 0.71 0.37 -1.64 -1.79 1.08
AL & MSW 0.53 -0.22 -0.77 3.35 0.84 -0.39 -0.51 1.29
DETE HW 0.95 -0.48 -0.51 1.04 9.10x107*  —0.65 -0.84 1.27
PLEEE SW 0.53 -0.42 -0.57 1.34 0.36 -0.13 -0.18 1.42
I & GSW 0.84 -0.56 -0.43 0.76 0.14 -0.38 -0.98 2.58
LIETW 0.21 -0.45 -0.54 121 0.25 0.06 0.12 2.03
JERE cW 0.50 7.59 -8.59 -1.13 0.72 0.35 -11.32 -31.72
1 JH#E W1 0.99 -0.55 -0.40 0.80 0.36 -3.41 -2.86 0.83
3JEIA T W2 0.60 -3.94 2.93 -0.74 0.02% -37.11 -30.25 0.81
5y E W3 0.90 7.29 -8.19 -1.13 0.05% -27.80 -70.45 2.53
7 JEIS T W4 0.82 -14.41 13.30 -0.93 0.42 4751 4.84 0.10
BiE< MeL 0.67 -0.46 -0.53 1.13 0.18 0.05 -0.07 -1.50
BBl MeC 0.37 -0.46 -0.53 1.13 0.59 0.02 -0.01 -0.57
mﬁ%%’ﬁfemg 0.98 -0.50 -0.49 0.99 0.23 3.00x10%  7.40x107 22.02
JeB K Kel. 0.81 -0.51 -0.48 0.92 0.58 -0.03 -0.1285 4.09
Jl 5% ChWi 0.88 -0.51 -0.48 0.92 0.32 -6.30x10°  -0.1561 24.64

e *FRRZEREE (P<0.05), #FRZEFWEE (P<0.01), R,

Note: * means the difference is significant (P<0.05) and ** means the difference is extremely significant (P<0.01). The same as below.
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Table 4 Association of NRON polymorphisms with growth traits in HLF broilers

SNP1 SNP2
FT
Phenotype PAE sy MO R PAE IPERL: AR kR
P value Additive Dominance  Degree of dominance P value Additive Dominance  Degree of dominance
S AFP 0.66 3.00x10*  1.00x10™ 0.39 0.85 -2x10™ -2x10™ 1.14
JENEE AFW 0.53 0.68 0.00 0.00 0.38 -0.28 -0.49 1.71
O HW 0.63 0.19 0.23 1.20 0.01% -0.63 -0.39 0.61
JELEE SW 0.53 -0.01 0.13 -8.29 0.18 -0.27 -0.21 0.76
I E GSW 0.17 0.71 -0.86 -1.20 0.02% -1.01 0.20 -0.19
HIE TW 0.45 0.02 0.14 5.23 0.63 -0.07 -0.08 1.11
FFEE LW 0.57 0.12 1.12 9.25 0.21 -1.18 0.44 -0.37
WLE T MSW 0.04% 1.07 -0.28 -0.26 0.92 -6x10* 0.28 ~473.45
JEBK Kel. 0.91 -0.02 0.08 -3.48 0.56 0.15 0.05 0.37
MR Bol 0.18 -0.42 -0.14 0.34 0.38 0.18 0.42 2.24
Jig 5% ChWi 0.40 -0.84 -0.84 1.00 3.00x107%# -0.30 4.00 -12.96
Jig ChD 0.70 -0.65 -0.09 0.14 0.46 1.06 0.31 0.30
B AETE PeW 0.04%* -1.28 -2.02 1.58 0.08 -0.27 1.98 -7.13
J I BE ChA 0.05% 3.39 3.85 1.13 0.65 -1.38 -1.17 0.84
BB K Mel, 0.85 -0.55 -0.33 0.59 0.32 0.95 0.33 0.34
Bhe [ MeC 0.40 0.10 0.05 0.54 0.14 -0.05 0.01 -0.16
Last Selection:(SNP1,SNP2)-D': 1.0 LOD: 0.42 r-squared: ().m.j [L;m Selection: (SNP1.SNP2)-D': 0.028 LOD: 0.0 r-squared: n_oj
o o — ol
1 2 1 2
2
a b
B3 AATE. {REERPIGEEKH NRON SNP ZEHi R F& 5347
Fig. 3 Linkage disequilibrium analysis of NRON SNPs in AA and HLF broilers
2.3 EAREHLELAPFINRON EERIEME PRE . UUE . L. R, S, MRA LR
Real-Time RT-PCR £ illl NRON SEH & . KHg  K1EH(n=3),
RGBT RIRIE I (n=5) I 5 ATHT, NRON SERI7ESE AU ZH S oA

B4R, 1, 4. 7T, NRONFERARSE Rk VS, FEhREERARE; OIE. RS .
NE &=k BE S TIRIE R (P<0.05); HNRON MLk 2: 5k B (P<0.01), HIE ORI
B NFAT FE PRI A 380, 263 i S s B i f, MIEREESTIRER, WP, SRR
B, R0 NRONFERAE S . AR RS OE . EHIRTIRAER.
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- NRON
0 L OfEERLee 9T YT e DIGEE Lean
% 020 FillE & Fat ' X AEE 7 Fa
o 5} -
“}H (=9 =9
Jﬁ j 0.15 Eg j
®Z Kz 2-
EZ olof &=
¥ Tzl :
St L A
= T =
0.00 . | % ==N ol vh | = \ /.
R 4)8 7 FEi LR 4% 7 F
1 week 4 week 7 week 1 week 4 week 7 week
El4 IBEERGALH NRON B NFAT I mRNA Rik K F
Fig. 4 mRNA expression patterns of NRON and NFAT in abdominal adipose tissues
4.0 _ Hk
[
35 - T (A &R Lean
Eo30p [ BRI Fa
iz %« 20
gg = 15 % —
EE 10+
£ L =
Z 06 7 / /
G 7 _ /
L
0.0 L= \ 1 | % i — % ! ﬂ
1 2 3 4 5
1=0E; 2-UE; 3-Mal; 4-BR'S; Sk
1-Heart; 2-Gizzard; 3—Peclorails muscles; 4—Proventriculus; 5-Liver
E5 IBARREHLHNRON HI mRNA RikkFE
Fig. 5 mRNA expression patterns of NRON in different tissues
R . NRON FEPIVES R NFAT W™, A —Rog A= bn
3 54

3.1 NRONFINFATS5BEEE

AT KB NRON 55 PR30 I F A I 8 AH 56
B RIER AT, NRON FEIAE.CE ik 2% 5
Wi, MERRAIDESTIRER. HREN
NFAT SRR O A K E B HE R T, H)
REZXAL FEOLIEE R, fE AN RIBEL
13% 75 J5 81 X A5 NFAT 454 o7 5, X Se LK
20%~40% TE U> IE I & 96 il HA & AR 3 3k 18 e
NFAT W0 S R BER B 5, AT IE RO LA
O LA M L R R A AR ™, Punt SRR
W NFAT 20 JULAE RS B 815 0> e 0 LR K
OE, NFAT BRI 58 [ B A% 0 F e )i
PR B NFAT 15 PR AE O e B 4F 2 /8
0 e, [RIA, A NFAT 3R 0T T4
O NUIVES 8 (I R S B, 800 e LR

0 AL R, NRON A] VERIFSE SO I 2E K
KA LB CIER,
32 NRONSEIREKEF

bR 50K E B ®E VIS, NRON 5RG
HAt A KR GG E, SHRE. IREE. M
B ) B FH M5 (P<0.05) . ER R ML NRON £
BB EM TG R . NRON L H KB 58 %
B, FEABGHEAS. MR . MEUVEH NRON & F R
K, FEERIL. BME L KMORE R AL 20 A
FI| NRON JE R m F B R R /ANERCEHEL. B
H NRON DK = P RE ek, AUIE . bk B 2H 2R liti2H
ZE0 T RS B 26 3K NRON J 5] Northern 22 58
GEIR LR FRIREE RIS, H NRON s A fEA
AU A R e By B 2, wTRe AT SLAh AR S0 A=
YI2EINReY ., WFIEAS SRS /R NRON 558 8% IURIE- Vi
WK R B TREA G, L, NRONZEH S R4
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R KRR B M, Bh2E5SRE, Fik
Al REMEE A P MR e S R, N T T
B R AIANG
3.3 NRON 5RERRALAAEKEE

NRON Je NFAT 3 A AR bl K2z . (K
ARG IETFAR I LA Rk 2= 5 B 3% (P<0.05), #
R, ¥R E R R mRNA 2 iEKF
ETARBE R . NFATH 55505 H REL(c—Rel) -
nuclear factor—kB (REL-NF-«kB) %5 5 [N+ F 5™,
BOAE TG T 4N E L R, A2 A A
TR W T L TR G NFATTE 22 R A 3 R E A
TIREP ™Y, an A Fe g% 4 i AR s, 0 U Bl
FIRR 22 Rl PSS S I IR R B NFAT 5 8 105 A2 i
AHSE SR Graef S 9E & B0 ILAE RS 15 4 i 434k
it A2 o B AR Y, NFAT o] 5 55 5t R 1
CCAATAS FL5A FE A AR E oo, i
5 B 0 A B R PR o SR AL G AR R A2 R 2
(PPARy2) JE R R 5™, Z 58 i A 1L ; LAk,
NFAT 5 g iR 45 & 8 1 (aP2) [RFEA 9 8/
FU3T3-L1AiAg T diftih, NFATE AL G aP2 )R 3h
TR aP2 ekl B2, SEm BRI 4n A o1

VB R R 05 A= il A s N T, 2 WAL
SIRTI MY &G NF-w B HZ: 44k, #17fH NF-«B
B STEROIE IEPES, AR H NFAT TSRS, 300560 BE i
Ao NFAT 556 Wi o Aebr 5 3k PR IR B 3 25 DA G
NFAT G NFAT3/c4 3833 85 SRR R R 8h 11X,
WOERREE R G s i, R /N R 3T3-L1 g
WA 259, 25 &, NFAT Rl 20 1HLii
TR RSN AL, NRON WUI3# 35k 31 NFAT B
Ak e UERR I Ak 2
34 NRONIJEEME SNPEE

3 3o % AN P 43 AT & B NRON S [R Hf SNP1
FISNP2 AV S 76 i« ARG 2R P XS R A p e BN S i
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